PLATINUM OPEN ACCESS
Reports on new distribution of economically important plant species not only help in updating the floristic database of the concerned region, but also help in augmenting unrepresented germplasm from such regions for conservation and sustainable utilization (Pradheep et al. 2011 (Pradheep et al. , 2018 . Such reporting also helps in understanding their weedy potential, if any, so that prophylactic measures may be taken to avoid their fast spread to other areas. During field survey and collection of plant genetic resources, especially in various remote pockets of India for the past two years, authors came across the natural distribution of some plant taxa in different Indian states/union territory which were so far not reported. These taxa were studied critically in the natural habitat as well as in herbaria, supplemented with the study of online herbaria of London (BM), Edinburgh (E), Kew (K), Leiden (L), Paris (P) and Beijing (PE) including their type specimens. Apart from this, herbarium study of Amaranthus and Luffa genera carried out at BSI, Kolkata (CAL) and its southern regional centre, Coimbatore (MH) resulted in spotting of a few more taxa new to some Indian states.
Shortlisted taxa were thoroughly verified/ crosschecked with floristic and other key literature pertaining to the state/union territory and monographic/revisionary works pertaining to particular species/species group (Table 1; Naithani 1990; Karthikeyan et al. 2009; Pradheep et al. 2014b ) besides verifying with all the available online sources. While herbarium vouchers are deposited in the National Herbarium of Cultivated Plants (NHCP) at ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (ICAR-NBPGR), New Delhi, germplasm collections (of relevant taxa) are being conserved in the form of seeds/live plants in National Genebank at ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi.
Both field and herbaria studies revealed the natural distribution of 18 plant taxa (belonging to 16 genera, 12 families) so far not reported from various Indian states/ union territory are given in Table 1 (Fig. 1) 
Addition to the flora of Myanmar
Herbarium study at CAL and cross-checking of available references - Kress et al. (2003) , de Wilde & Duyfjes (2010) Notes: In CAL, an anonymous annotation on the above herbarium sheet indicates "not present in India, Luffa sp. nov.". This herbarium record signifies the westward range extension of this medicinally important species, which was otherwise reported from south China, Indochina to West Malesia. In light of absence of fresh collections as well as reports, it appears to be a rare species in Myanmar. Present herbarium specimen showing flower bud initiation indicates that flowering would take place in April, which is in accordance with the literature. 
